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SOME LETTEKS FEOM WILLIAM HAMILTON, OP THE 
WOODLANDS, TO HIS PEIYATE SECEETAEY. 

BY BENJAMIN H. SMITH. 

When Mr. Hamilton visited England, soon after the es- 
tablishment of peaceful relations with that country, he was 
so impressed with the pleasing effects resulting from the 
tasteful arrangements of shrubbery, shade- and fruit-trees, or, 
in other words, with the natural style of landscape-gardening 
then coming into fashion, that he wrote, " I shall, if God 
grants me a safe return to my own country, endeavour to 
make it smile in the same useful and beautiful manner." 
Having, therefore, the inclination as well as the means, and 
being well versed in botany and horticulture, he set to work, 
on his return, to beautify the grounds of his home at The 
Woodlands, and allowed no opportunity to pass of adding 
to his collections of native and exotic plants. Captains of 
sea-going vessels, friends about to go abroad, and corre- 
spondents in all parts of the world were appealed to for 
plants, seeds, and cuttings, so that in course of time The 
Woodlands became famous, not only for the extent and 
variety of its plants, but also as the best specimen of land- 
scape-gardening in this country. 

These results were alone attained by the intelligent care 
and personal supervision of Mr. Hamilton, and naturally, 
whenever he was called from home by business or pleasure, 
he was much concerned about the welfare of his valuable 
collections. This anxiety is very apparent in numerous 
letters to his secretary, from which the following have been 
selected, not only as touching upon interesting events of the 
period, but especially as serving incidentally to record the 
names of numerous exotics introduced for the first time 
to this country, of which only the Lombardy poplar and the 
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curious Ginkgo, from China, have heretofore been credited 
to Mr. Hamilton. 

Only one specimen of the Ginkgo, now the oldest tree of 
that species in America, still remains in the vicinity of the 
old mansion ; near by are four large trees of Zelkova crenata, 
from the Caucasus, now in their old age, and these, with a 
few ancient English hawthorns, alone remain to attest the 
ancient glory of the gardens and grounds at The Wood- 
lands. 

Memorandums. 

Mrs Bartram's receipt in full should be enclosed to me 
by the first opportunity together with all the seeds you can 
send packed up dry. When they are packed up, Doctor 
Parke * will undertake the sending of them. . . . 

Mrs Bonds two Books i.e. Millers Diet 7 & Willoughby 
on birds should be return'd also halfpenny's architecture 
should be given to Mr Penn 2 as a book belonging to Dr 
Smith. Cummings Books should also be returned. You 
should endeavour to get all the newspapers since January 
last. Send them by the first opportunity as well as all others 
that come out & every pamphlet of a publick nature & every 
occurrence in the legislature. 

When you go to Dr Logan's place 3 . . . you should 
ask him for all the seeds he can spare of the pavia. Sow a 
dozen or two of them in a warm place & send the rest to 
me. I desired Bartram 4 to make me up some seeds & gave 
him a list; they should be asked of him and forwarded. 

The shed or store Room at the n. west door of the Wood- 
lands should be covered with another coat of Boards. If 
W m Griffith has hitherto neglected it, his memory should be 
jogged. 

1 Dr. Thomas Parke, then residing at No. 20 South Fourth Street. 

2 John Penn, son of Eichard Penn, whose wife was Ann Allen, a 
niece of Mr. Hamilton. His country-seat was Lansdowne, within the 
present limits of Fairmount Park. The site of the mansion is supposed 
to be now occupied by Horticultural Hall. 

8 Dr. George Logan, of Stenton. 
4 William Bartram, the botanist. 
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My edition of the Abbe Baynal is at Mr Lambert Cad- 
waladers at Trenton. Mr Lukens should be reminded of 
his promise to give me the draft of the canal formerly 
proposed between the Schuylkill & Delaware. 

Seeds to save & send : mimosa floridana, Carolina sponge 
tree. 1 

Mr Smith 

Above is a list of memorandums that have occur'd to me 
since I left you. I beg you will be so kind as to attend to 
them. The vessel is just now putting out to sea which is 
open to us on every side except the spot on which the Light 
House stands so that I cannot say more than God bless you 
& believe me 

Your most sincere friend &c 

W. Hamilton 

The Portland October 8 th 1784 

St James St. London Sep* 30 th 1785 
Dear Sir 

I am much obliged by yours of the 17 th of June as it affords 
me the gratification of hearing that my honoured mother & 
Grandmother were then in perfect Health. I was before in 
a disagreeable state of anxiety respecting them, not having re- 
ceived any other account from the 25th of May to this Day. 
Nor altho I have had several letters from Mrs A. Hamilton & 
D r Parke, from some (to me unaccountable) circumstance or 
other, no mention is made by either, of the family at the 
Woodlands ; so that I have been obliged to content myself 
with the bare supposition that " no news is good news." 

For a great while I have wanted to write to you, but from 
the number of letters I have always had to prepare when 
any opportunity has offer'd & a multiplicity of other engage- 
ments I have been constantly disappointed in my Intentions. 
What you have mentioned respecting the plants I sent from 
hence, gives me satisfaction. I am in hopes they continue 
to thrive. In consequence of your promise I expected 

1 Acacia farnesiana. 



Letters from William Hamilton to his Private Secretary. 73 

before this to have been furnish'd with a more particular 
account of their succeeding state, which would have enabled 
me to supply whatever vacancies may have happen'd by 
death or otherwise. I flatter myself such a statement of 
them is on its way hither & will shortly reach my Hands. 
I shall else be at a loss to know what to do in the matter, 
the winter being the best season for transporting plants. I 
was so very particular in directing you & Mr Thomson 
as to the manner of treating those already sent, & you 
seemed so well to understand me that I can hardly suppose 
they have been in any degree neglected. I take it for 
granted they have not wanted shade during the summer nor 
will go without shelter (where necessary) in the coming 
winter, on which their safety will ultimately depend. When 
it is recollected how vast has been the expence & trouble 
of procuring them, I dare to say no method will be un- 
essay'd that may be proper for their security. 

Having observed with attention the nature, variety & 
extent of the plantations of shrubs, trees, & fruits & con- 
sequently admired them, I shall (if God grants me a safe 
return to my own country,) endeavour to make it smile in 
the same useful & beautiful manner. To take time by the 
forelock, every preparation should immediately be made by 
Mr. Thomson who is on the spot, & I have no doubt you 
will assist him to the utmost of your power. The first thing 
to be set about is a good nursery for trees, shrubs, flowers, 
fruits &c of every kind. I do desire therefore that seeds in 
large quantities may be directly sown of the white flowering 
Locust, the sweet or aromatic Birch, the Chesnut Oak, Horse 
chesnuts, Chineapins, Judas trees, Dogwoods, Hallesia, Kalmias, 
Rhododendron, Magnolias, winter berries, arrow wood, Broom, 
annonas, shrub S* Johns wort &c, of crabs, quinces, plums & a 
quantity thin shelVd almonds, & such others as may occur to you 
for Beauty or use. I desire also that a large quantity may 
be collected & put into a nursery of handsome small plants 
of Mm, Lime, Locust, sweet Birch, white pine, ash leaved maple, 
sugar maple, aspen poplar, Zantoxylon or tooth ache tree, magnolia, 
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arrow wood, nine Bark, cephalanthus or dwarf Buttonwood, 
Azalea, Kalmia, Rhododendron, Hallesia, Judas tree, Dogwood, 
Broom, winterberry, clethra, mezerion, morelloes, black Hearts, 
crabs, quinces (for stocks), raspberries, currants white & red, 
& as many as possible of Jasmine & Honeysuckles (Jasmines 
may be had in plenty at Mr Ross's place & at Woodford & 
Honeysuckles may be had in great quantities at Mrs Law- 
rence's near Prankford & of Dr Joseph Redman). Too 
many of these cannot be propagated. I would likewise have 
cuttings put into the ground of y e striped althea, Lombardy 
poplar (if alive) all the kinds of grapes that have throve of those 
I sent, chicasaw plum, winter Haws, Jasmines, Honeysuckles, of 
that kind of Dogwood that grows in the Border on the south 
side of the kitchen garden on the other side of the valley 
(which was propagated by cuttings from the only tree which 
I ever came across, & grows on the point just within the 
creeks mouth at high water mark & may be easily discov- 
ered when in Bloom by its corymbous flowers), of paradise 
apples, 1 red & white currants (particularly the latter) the com- 
mon raspberry & the twice bearing if it succeeded. Nov should 
a plantation be neglected of the different hardy perennial 
plants such as the Yucca, cornflag (Gladiolus) lilie, white nar- 
cissus {double & single) pinks, double sweet william, Lychnidea, 2 
french Honeysuckle, Foxglove, Lily of the Valley (from Bush 
Hill 3 ), Paeonies, Columbines, Hollyhocks, polyanthos, Jonquils 
(from Bush Hill), Hyacynths &c. I before expressed a desire to 
have the Double oleander & double myrtle encreased as much as 

1 The tomato, or love-apple, was then cultivated in Spain and Italy 
for use as a salad and also as a sauce for soups and meats. Mr. 
Hamilton mentions it in connection with his kitchen garden plants, and 
doubtless understood its culinary merits, although it did not come into 
general use as a vegetable for more than forty years later. 

2 Manulea tomentosa, from South Africa. 

3 The Bush Hill property was purchased from the Penns by Andrew 
Hamilton, who devised it to his son James. The mansion, erected 
about 1740, has long since disappeared. Its site was near the north 
side of the present Buttonwood Street, between Seventeenth and Eigh- 
teenth Streets. 
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possible by cuttings & I would have you in the spring when 
the azaleas are in flower take particular pains in marking the 
different kinds & the orchis roots (in the valley) in such 
manner as that they can be transplanted according to growth 
& color. If the season is past for marking the double con- 
volvulus don't let the ground be disturbed untill they can be 
taken care of. The Grape cuttings I sent out last spring 
are of the most valuable kinds. I saw this season produced 
on the vines from whence some of them were taken Bunches 
of half a yard long, weighing between six & seven pounds. 
Too much pains cannot be taken to preserve & encrease 
from them as well as the vines that accompanied them. 

I have been frequently pleased in this country with the 
effect of Ivy in certain situations especially when growing 
over Buildings & Arches. Suppose you were to plant 
half a dozen young ones on the east side of the new Bridge 
over the mill creek ? I dare say no objection would be 
made by the owner of the ground, for it could do no injury. 
I recollect giving Mr Thomson some curious pine seeds that 
I brought from Lancaster. Ask & let me know what be- 
came of them. There was a good deal of asparagus from 
seed coming forward, when I left Home which I trust has 
before this been put in train for producing crops. " I am 
moreover anxious to know how the perennials of ev'ry kind 
& annuals have come on. Such of the perennials as have 
taken, should be transplanted at proper distances and the 
remainder of the annuals sown early in the spring as well 
as that of the perennials. Pray were the annuals very fine ? 
What says Madam McCall to them ? By the way, jfe7 not 
to make my affectionate compt 8 to her, altho I bear her a 
grudge for leaving the "Woodlands, I have a very sincere 
regard for her. 

I have great satisfaction in your information respecting 
the Illinois nut plant, 1 & winter Saw. I am afraid to sup- 

1 The pecan. In a letter to Humphrey Marshall, May 3, 1799, Mr. 
Hamilton mentions this tree as "the only one I had which I raised 25 
years ago from the seed." 
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pose the Bald cypress has stood it out, for it appear'd a year 
ago at its last gasp. The Aphernously pines 1 should be par- 
ticularly attended to. For another plant cannot be obtained 
in England. Those I sent came from the Alps. Altho 
hardy in respect to cold they may be injured by vermin, 
poultry &c &c. 

The plants you mention to have been sent by Mr Hill are 
curious & should not be neglected. Those you describe 
(as like the Solomons seal) are I imagine of the genus Kus- 
cus. I desired him to procure me some of them from 
Madeira. 

I have frequently requested to have some ground squirrel 2 
skins forwarded to me, but hitherto in vain. I should think 
there would be no difficulty (by an early application) of 
getting them at the furriers shops at the rate of 4 d or 6 d 
each, ready dressed, at which rate you may send any num- 
ber you can get good. I hear nothing lately from any Body 
respecting the Bridge on chains & therefore suppose the 
matter dropped. When you write again inform me of the 
Dimensions of the sideboard I bought of Mr Penn; not 
only the size of the Board, but of the frame as to the width, 
length, & heighth. I wish to know what can stand under it. 
. . . Should the Cherry Brandy to which you lately added 
spirit be so much improved as to be really fine, I desire 5 or 
6 dozen may be put up & sent immediately to me. But this 
direction is only on condition of its being prime stuff. I 
have tasted some here that cost \ a guinea p r Bottle that 
was very indifferent when compared with that made at the 
Woodlands. You promised me a list of my Books 3 & I 
am sorry it has been not performed. Its no more than 
right to prevent my purchasing some duplicates of Books 
already mine. It should be recollected that Mr Lamb* 

1 Pinus cembra or Swiss stone-pine. 

2 Tamias striatus, the chipmunk or hackee. 

3 A list of sixty-one botanical works, some of them comprising several 
volumes, and dated from 1530 to 1770, accompanies these letters, and 
is probably the one here referred to. 
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Cadwalader has my Abbe Raynal & it would not be amiss 
to require it as possibly it may not be in being. 

You have doubtless in the course of the summer collected 
many sorts of seeds, which you mean to send for the pur- 
pose of my exchanging them for others here. I enclose a 
list of such as are more particularly valuable & therefore 
the more of them that are sent the better. I have also 
named some plants that I shall be glad to obtain as being 
rare here. The violets I wish to have a large quantity of 
& if any of the particolor'd sort which I took from the field 
& planted in pots are yet in being, I must request that they 
be put up most carefully & sent to me. As I intend ship- 
ping another very large collection of plants shortly no time 
should be lost in preparing ground. If done this Fall the 
more like to be ready. 

I have written to Doctor Parke that if Young's plants 
are not already disposed of to endeavour to have them pre- 
served entire untill my return & if the wife has possession, 
she will be easily induced to let it be so. As this may not 
be the case you will try to secure the double flower'd orange, 
the cassine plant 1 some of the dionea muscvpula 2 & all those 
which he lately sent from Carolina. He had a piece of 
ground in a kind of nursery of magnolias, andromedas &c &c 
which would be of material use to me, & I should be well 
pleased if any method to secure them could be taken but 
whatever you do let it not be without advising with the 
Doctor. 

George Hilton is highly sensible of your obliging remem- 
brance & desires me with gratitude to thank you & request 
your acceptance of his best wishes for your Health & Happi- 
ness. I am happy to say he has conducted himself exceed- 
ingly well & talks with pleasure of returning with me. The 
term of his freedom expired some time ago. That however 
has made little or no difference in his Behaviour as he is 

^lex vomitoria (I. Cassine Walt) or Yaupon, an evergreen shrub 
from the Southern States. 
2 Venus' s Flytrap, of the Carolinas. 
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now on wages with me. I must own I am not a little 
astonished that the change of situation has not effected in 
him an injurious change of manners. He never looked 
so well in his life & being very well set, he is remarked (from 
his colour) & known I may say in almost every part of 
London. . . . 

The great inconvenience to George is his having so little 
to do, of work, that I fear he will never do so well in a 
family again. 

When I sat down to write I did not expect to get further 
than thro one & I have nearly finished three sheets. So 
many things, have occur'd more than I had any Idea of that 
I am amazed when I look at what I have written, which I 
hope however is sufficiently plain in its rough state for you 
to comprehend as I cannot think of copying it. I have 
scarce left more room than to conclude with desiring you to 
accept my sincerest regards & that you will believe me truely 
Your affectionate friend & humble serv 1 

W Hamilton 

I wrote to my mother, to Mrs Hamilton & to Doctor 
Parke last week & if I posibly can will do so again tomorrow, 
but think it will be scarcely in my power. As I have 
nothing material to inform them of, in case I should not 
write this will serve to inform them of mine & the chil- 
drens Health to this Date. Farewell. 

(To be continued.) 



